
A Norwegian approach to protecting nature and 

Wetlands

Poland, 13.11.2017 Pål Hals, manager Lista Lighthouse and 
Visitor Centre Wetland Lista





Our bird observatory does registration 
and various research on migrating birds
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Norway ratified the Ramsar 

Convention in 1974

And has a total of 63 different 

wetland-systems protected by 

the Ramsar Convention. 

Spanning from the Svalbard Islands in the very north to Lista 

in the south.



Meteorologisk 
stasjon

Sjøfuglebua

Kunstgalleri



A typical coastal Ramsar site at the Lista peninsula, South Norway 

Simple public pathways are designed in order to avoid the most vulnerable parts. 
These areas are very popular for recreational use  



In order to achieve an 

increased public

awareness of the great

VALUE our protected

nature represent, we

need to start loving 

nature… 



Our love affair begins strategically, with a common visual 
identity for the Norwegian nature, guidelines for 
communication, photo etc. 
They are all designed to make a positive approach and wish us: 
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Welcome!
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Rather than focusing on restrictions and limitations, 
the slogan WELCOME works as an INVITE to the protected areas.

The strategy is to highlight the benefits that wetlands represent
 Eco system services 
 Increased tourism 
 Outdoor activity 

Inform about the importance of maintaining biodiversity, carbon 
storing, global commitment etc.

The goal is to achieve a SUSTAINABLE BALANCE between the many 
aspects of life and make people feel proud of the nature that 
surrounds them



Fuglevika, Lista 

Multi lingual info boards on the Ramsar Convention, 20mm corten steel base, 
print on frosted glass, 800kg each.



TURISME #visitfarsund

THE LONGHOUSE
AT LISTA

Foto: The Longhouse at Lista

Architects combining cattle farming, tourist accommodation and info centre 
alongside a vulnerable Ramsar site





Kitespots, 
good for 
windsurfing



Trekking along the coast also 
involves many places of cultural 
interest 



We communicate 
“welcome”

but

Nature Management in 
Norway is foremost based 

on KNOWLEDGE



In order to get permission to 
use the new “welcome-design” 
from The Environment Agency, 
you must first make a 

strategy for managing 
visitors to your particular area.
All protected areas are expected 
to have a strategy within 2020.

Where do you want people to 
go, or to avoid traffic?

Why?

How will you achieve this? 

Guidelines for 
strategy making



Political 
Government, The 

Ministry of 
Climate and 
Environment

Environment 
Agency 

(administrative)

The King of Norway

The County 
Governor 

(administrative)

Us, the 
Wetlanders

Political Non politicalAttempting to systemize our hierarchy 
for dealing with Nature Management…

Norwegian Nature 
Inspectorate 

(operational)

The public / citizens

Local 
administration

Municipality 
administration



…and this is ME We became an Eco-
lighthouse this year



Ecosystem Services

The Ecosystem Services may be defined as the ecosystem’s direct and indirect contribution 
to human well-being and existence. 

ramsar.org speaks of the seven benefits of wetlands:

 Absorbing potential flooding (or draught)

 Provide fresh water

 Food production

 Maintain biodiversity

 Wetlands support over 1 billion livelihoods (tourism, aqua-related work, fishing etc.)

 Leisure attraction

 Store carbon ( approximately 3 times more effectively than farmland or forests)



In 2016 the Nordic Council of 
Ministers made a report, 
giving an overview on 
Ecosystem Services along 
the Nordic coasts.

The report cover 4 key 
ecosystems and points out 
where more knowledge is 
needed.

Available for download here: 
https://norden.diva-
portal.org/smash/get/diva2:106783
9/FULLTEXT01.pdf



The Norwegian Governmental report NOU 
2013:10 is a 431 page publication. 

The thorough report amongst other points 
out the need for “pricing” the Ecosystem 
Services in order to fully implement these 
“gifts that come for free” in high level 
decision making. 

Summary and recommendations (39 pages) are 
in English and available for download here: 
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/nou
-2013-10/id734440/



The Norwegian Environment Agency 
and 
The Norwegian Agricultural Agency
develop a national plan for restoring 
wetlands

The plan will reflect national goals to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
promote climatic adaptation and 
improve ecological status. 
Based on research, the plan will 
include criteria for choosing the 
best localities for restoration and a 
concrete plan for implementation.



Wetlands are no doubt priceless for life on 
earth. 
In 2014 the process of restoring the coastal 
swamp and nature reserve Slevdalsvannet 
started at Lista 



Slevdalsvannet had the very top position on the 
task list for wetland restoration in Norway

More than 1500 truck loads of dirt was removed

Heavy machinery normally used to clean up 
harbours did the job

The work was commissioned by the Nature 
Agency and the County Governor



Further description

Before restauration
After more than 3500 
years of open water 
surface, the swamp 
was nearly overgrown 







One of the key 
elements in 
maintaining the open 
surface will be cattle 
grazing in and 
around the swamp



The Northern Lapwings were 
numerous by the thousands on 
the Lista peninsula only a few 
years back.

Several hundred pairs used 
Lista as their breeding place.

The Northern Lapwing had a 
strong position in the peoples 
minds as a sign of spring



Unusual mild winds late in the winter a few years 
back, made the Northern Lapwing arrive too early 
. 
They got surprised by sudden frost and were 
found dead by the thousands all over Lista.



On commission by the County 
Governor, the local Ornithology 
Association made a thorough 
monitoring of the newly restored 
Slevdalsvannet. The monitoring took 
place over a 12 month period.



It concludes that the restored 
area represent a last refuge for 
the few Northern Lapwings still 
breeding at Lista. 
This swamp might be the only 
chance to save the small but 
slowly increasing Lapwing 
population at Lista.

The same report indicate a 
positive breeding tendency for 
nearly all bird species in this 
restored nature reserve.

The report is in Norwegian. The pdf file is downloadable from this location: http://www.listafyr.no/wp-

content/uploads/2017/02/Rapport-Overvåking-av-hekkende-fugl-i-Slevdalsvann-NR-2016-2017-01-11.pdf



Film  1:30 min



The film showing the 
restoration of Slevdalsvannet 
is accessible in full on 
youtube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ5sQMbSyBU



www.listafyr.no

Thank you for your attention!


